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AN EPISTLE, &c. 



**" God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
«ion, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life." This manifestation and offspriflf of 
God in man, is that alone in every soul which can enable it 
availingly to cry "Abba, Father;" growing up with spiritu- 
al senses and daily exercise of its heavenly powers, we come 
not only to love the Father, but, in the expansion of his own 
unlimited nature, to love all those who are begotten of him, 
whether to us outwardly known, or through a more spirit- 
ual and universal intercourse as unto the children of God 
every where we are drawn into communion with them. 

In a season of bodily indisposition and distress, with 
which it has pleased God to visit this outward tabernacle, 
my mind has been drawn forth to visit the churches of 
Ch^gst in various places, and having attained to a little 
strength, feel most easy to address a few words of saluta- 
tion and encouragement, and, should it arise, of tender 
counsel and caution, to my brethren and sisters in outward 
religious fellowship; having been long in best feeling united 
to many of them, and having in spirit visited others, whose 
outward visages I have not beheld, but in a more hidden fel- 
lowship have been brought to sit with both in their desolate 
apartments, covered with mourning because of Zion's de- 
solation, and also in heavenly places in Christ, where the 
children of the resurrection are at times permitted to sit with 
him in glory. A participation of a measure of which glo- 
ry is, in those solemnly instructive seasons, bestowed on 
SJS, as evidence of an invisible world, where an inheritance 
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undefiledy and that fadeth not away, is in reserve for all the 
pure in heart. Seeing therefore, dearly beloved brethren and 
sisters, that those glorious rewards are believed to await the 
righteous, and the righteous only, how deep and weighty 
are the considerations which involve this short life of pro^ 
bation ! If %uch the accountabilities of a human mind as 
constituted by its Divine Author, even under the benighting 
influence of ignorance, superstition, and bigotry, in which 
divers nations of the earth are yet found, and the over- 
spreading of those thick clouds of prejudice and tradition, 
wludb still clothe a large portion of the more enlightened 
partof mankind, how much more, of a people from whose 
minds God hath rent those vails, and shined in upon them 
with the clear light of a gospel day; wherein the ordina- 
tions of a spiritual dispensation, standing in the wisdom, 
power, and nature of God, and perfectly adapted to the 
most ^alted state of his creature man, are clearly diatiq- 
guisheS from those dispensations and administrations of his 
divine government, which, having been given to ages that 
are past, as they could bear, have but little more than point- 
ed, through the various representations, figures, and ana- 
logies of things, to the one eternal substance; and therefore 
he raised up a people and gave them a testimony tQ tha 
latter, that the shadows of the former may pass awayj^at 
an increase of light from the one Heavenly Luminary may 
shine upon the souls of his children. 

Here we see the Society of Friends, as to light, know- 
ledge, and profession, with their standard raised on the 
height of the mountains of Israel, that all tribes and nations, 
may behold it, and beholding, gather thereto. Brethren 
and sisters of the different stations and relations in this, so- 
ciety, who have been made alive by, and are alive in the 
truth, shall we su.fibr this standard to fall, while^ God is 
known as our captaia and our king, while his all pervading 
victorious spirit is round about our camp, and offers to go 
forth with Quri^rn\ies? Shall (ear or dismajr oppope our 
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adfancement,— ^hall feebleness of bands cause telet go the 
sword, the shield, and the standard ? Shall doubtful dis- 
putations, the bewildering mazes of the reasonings of man, 
be saffered to intercept the light of life, and draw our at- 
tention from the great object of its manifestations unto, and 
holy inspirations upon, our souls ? Shall the benumbing 
fetters of sordid earthly mindedness enchain our feet in the 
dark uncomfortable regions of a coyetous mind, coveting 
after the means of its own enthralment, and seeking with 
all the powers of a weak, benighted, wandering spirit, to 
lade itself with thick clay ? Shall the gay enchantments of 
a fleeting flattering world of sense, with its bonds and friend- 
ships, still at enmity with God and the soul, with what- 
erer glory its kingdoms and principalities may present to 
cNir minds, be suffered to gain the ascendency there, and 
induce us to forego the fulfilment of those duties, contained 
in the condition of our enlistment, as soldiers of Christ, and 
rob us of the prize at last ? Or shall we arise, under the 
renewed quickenings and qualifications of his holy Spirit, 
and encourage each other to hold out in the warfare, nor 
Bufler the standard, which has been raised before the na- 
, tions, to fall vilely and mournfully to the ground. 

The attendance of our religious meetings, as a religious 
and reasonable duty, has from the first rise of this society 
been a subject of feeling ooncern jo the spiritually minded, 
and particularly to such as have had the oversight of the 
flock of Christ. We have cause to admire the wisdom and 
to adore the goodness of God, in dispensing to the church, 
in the various ages of mankind, such an order as he could 
bless to every member thereof. We believe the advantasres 
resulting from meeting together, for the purpose of social 
and divine worship, stand among the first blessings of such 
an order, and are still owned by the Head of the church as 
perfectly agreeable with, and adapted to spiritual dispen- 
sation and religion of the heart, embracing the highest pri- 
vileges which the Father of spirits has seen meet to confer 
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on his children while here, — that of an knBsediate and Benai- 
ble communion with him. If such the high origin of, and 
ineatimable blessing contained in this institution of Heaven's 
order and will, and still made known in the ownings of his 
presence among us, when thus gathered in body and in 
spirit before him, why should any forego those sublime en- 
joyments ? Why not fulfil those divine requisitions, which, 
for our good alone, he calls on us to attend unto; as our 
goodness reacheth not unto him, as adding to eternal per- 
fections or consummate happiness and glory? But why ex- 
patiate on the subject of this duty, seeing we all, or nearly 
all, agree in the theory it involves; why not rather inquire 
the cause of the neglect thereof in practice ? The interme- 
diate causes of this latter deGciency we shall doubtless find 
to be various, growing out of one deeply mournful cause, 
a want of love to God, and consequent disregard to some 
of the most solemn and important of our religious duties. 

** Hear O Israel, the Lord thy God is one Lord: and thou 
shall love the Lord thy God with all thine heart." Did we 
rightly observe this important commandment, no neglect of 
the attendance of our rehgious meetings would be named 
among us; sublunary interests and considerations would be- 
come subservient to those of a higher nature, and God 
would be worshipped in spirit and in truth, and in that out- 
ward order which he in Jus perfect wisdom and goodness 
has instituted for us, and calleth on us to maintain. 

The merchant would leave his shop, at the risk of some 
sroall commercial disadvantages, and the husbandman his 
field of labour, with faith and reliance on God, that he 
would prosper the enterprize of the one, and bless the )a« 
hour of the other, as far as is necessary in affording that 
small pittance of temporal support, to a temporal and soon 
perishing body, which that body requires. But, alas, the 
love of gain for the purpose of sordid accumulation, or for 
pride and vain glory, has been suffered to overcome those 
better principles of the inspiring power of God in our souls, 



and to number ns with the idol worshippers of all ages; for 
idolatry is the same at all times, and consiateth in a depar- 
ture from God and his worship, and a cleaving unto and 
prefering his gifts before him. Nor will children and ser- 
vants be forgotten, or excluded the solemn feasts of Zion, 
by such as love the Lord and their neighbour as they ought^ 
such as prefer the interests of their own immortal souls 
to the groveling considerations of earthly accumulations^ 
ease, or aggrandizement. But some will ask, why attend 
meetings, and what is gained by such attendance ever so 
duly performed from year to year ? Why very little indeed, 
except by the spiritual worshipper; — and why not go a little 
further and lask, why make a profession at all of religion 
and worship ? It is true, mournfully true, that many are 
punctual observers of almost every iota of outward religi- 
ous obligation, and at the same time appear too much un- 
acquainted with the work of regeneration of heart; whose 
spirits are not found in the field of holy exercise and war-* 
(are, and although they have obtained a name to live, not 
being faithfully concerned to labour for themselves, they 
have ^'pined away with famine, stricken through for want 
of the fruits of the field,*' and are numbered with the dead. 
Do not the calls of the Spirit go forth over many of our 
religious assemblies, as formerly addressed to a state of 
ease and insensibility— <* Awake thou that sleepest; arise 
from the dead, and Christ wiU give thee light?'* — But how 
shall we arise, if we are found not only dead, but so deep- 
ly buried in the earth as not to hear these calls ? My spi- 
rit travails under feelings of deep and lively interest for the 
arising of these. *' Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not 
thy heritage to reproach;" breathe on with thy spirit, and 
raise up by thy resurrection power a band of militants in 
thy name, who shall again nobly raise the standard of thy 
truth, and valiantly fight thy battles to the overcoming of 
the enemies of thy church; that peace, truth, simplicity, 
and fervent love may prevail throughout the borders of thy 
Zion. 
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No one of our christian testimonies appears at tbts time 
of more importance, than the right attendance of our reli- 
gious meetings; — it seems somewhat like the vitals of the 
constitution of our outward order, and so long as this part 
remains greatly defective, the body will continue to decline* 
Will those around us, on observing the small number who 
present themselves at our mid-week meetings, especially in 
our cities and neighbourhoods of much wealth, where more 
than a competence has been already gathered, believe that 
we are indeed a people fearing God and hating covetous- 
ness ? or shall we not rather be viewed, because of this 
open violation of an acknowledged important testimony, 
as disregarding God and coveting tliis world ? 

Ah! my brethren and sisters, members of the Society of 
Friends, professing the same religion and worship, and 
bound together in its sacred obligations! whatever may be 
our hopes or prospects, it is very clear that we can never 
prosper as a people, until this part of our christian discipline 
be more diligently attended to; until our meeting houses 
become places of resort for the society generally, on all 
our meeting days; not only those set up for the special 
purpose of divine worship, but such as are more particu- 
larly held for the administration of the discipline of the 
church. It having been my lot to attend a considerable 
number of these, in different parts of our society, my spirit 
has oflen been burthened with the formal lifeless manner 
in which these meetings have been held, and the discipline 
administered; having had painfully to observe the preva-* 
lence of that spirit which inftuenced Ahab to go up to Ra- 
moth Gilcad, and full there — the spirit of man's wisdom 
presuming to enter into the work and counsel of God, and 
speak in his name. This has not only occasioned the fall of 
kings, but the declension and apostacy of churches. Every 
movement made or attempted in the church of Christ, un- 
der the influence of any other spirit than his, is the work of 
antichrist and tends to confusion of language. No Friendi, 
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acquainted with our principles, and concerned to live up 
to tbeoiy can feel at liberty to speak to any matter in our 
religious meetings, without first feeling afler the mind of 
Truth therein, as little deviations from this only right crite- 
rion readily and almost imperceptibly introduce into great- 
er, and the savor of life becomes lost in that mind, and the 
savor of the death of the letter coming in, and exercising 
itself, spreads its leavening influence over meetings, great- 
ly oppressing the leaven and life of the kingdom in them. 
And when, from the motion of Truth in the minds of some of 
the little ones, a few expressions are uttered in the foolish- 
ness of the cross, the worldly wise part in some active 
member whose time is always ready, arises and casts a 
stone, or something comparatively hard, whereby the inno- 
cent are wounded and the work marred. Why this stum- 
bling of the oxen — ^this stretching forth an unqualified hand 
lo the ark, seeing God is as able and willing to clothe with 
his own wisdom and strength, as he was in the days of 
the former prophets and of our forefathers, when his own 
living presence was known among them to be the life and 
power of their religious assemblies; by which the forward 
creaturely part was kept down and truth raised into domi- 
nion, the honest hearted were encouraged to occupy their 
respective gifts in the church, the mourners were comfort- 
ed, the weak strengthened, food convenient was given to 
the children, and every state and condition ministered unto, 
and a precious growth in the truth was witnessed in the 
diflerent branches of the family. 

Ah, Friends! were we all as faithful as they, were we suf- 
ficiently concerned to stand separate from the world, and 
every arising of a worldly spirit, in meetings and out of 
them, how would our ipinds become clothed with the wis- 
dom of truth; how solemn our religious meetings, and how 
livingly would truth arise, and through us exalt its own tes- 
timonies. God would be honoured, and his chyirch edified; 
Zion^s borders would be enlarged, and her children estab* 
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lislied in righteousness; her messengers would go forth to 
*^ Phut and Lud, and to the Isles that are afar off, wad 
strength of salvation would be their clothing." And ai 
we believe an outward or vocal ministry has been, in a^ |i 
that are past, made use of as an instrumental means of u 
inward gathering to the heavenly Shiloh, and that such t 
ministry has been opened among us, through such as hav- 
ing themselves submitted to the purifying baptism of tiie 
hoIySpirit, and therein becoming acquainted with the patfai 
of regeneration, are enabled to point them out to those the 
feet of whose minds hve not been efiectually turned there- 
unto, and to encourage such to a further progress who hav- 
ing taken some steps therein, are ready to turn back agaia 
into Egypt, or to stumble, because of some of the (report- 
ed) hard sayings of Christ in the way of the doctrine of 
his cross, to that part which cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God. How desirable, my dear friends, how needful for 
such as are called on to speak in the name of the Lord, in 
declaring his way to others, so to abide in him as to be abloi 
after the pattern set up by the holy Jesus, in the simple 
persuasive language of truth, to speak unto others concern- 
ing the heavenly kingdom as of things known and handled 
of the word of life. And as a very conspicuous part of tho 
work of the faithful in this society, has been to declufei 
against the doctrines and darkness of a false church ana 
ministry, I have felt, at this solemn season of deep bodily 
affliction, an exercise lest this important testimony which 
we are still loudly called on to bear against spiritual Baby- 
lon and her traffic in the souls of men, should be suflfered to 
fall too much to the ground in this society; seeing through 
the false doctrines of this church apostate, many are de- 
ceived and brought to believe in lies, and fix their hope of 
eternal salvation in that which cannot save. 

Under this burden of false doctrine, deceit, and cruelty, 
the seed of God hath, in the different ages of mankind, been 
grievously oppressed. The deep mysterious workings an4 



^AdieA idefiew of this spirit, Bgainst the pdacOf order, pre^ 
■ent and fqtare happiness of God's rational creation, have 
iiev^ been more clearly opened to the view of my mind 
than at this time; nor stronger desires felt that his crea- 
tion raay be redeemed and set free from the divinations^ 
enchantments, and oppression of this kingdom and power 
of darkness. And I am given at this time to believe, that the 
living members of the body of Christ, especially in our so- 
ciety, will be led into a much deeper travail on this account 
than has of latter time been felt among us, and a close 
aearcbing testimony go forth against the kingdom of the 
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baast and the false prophet; the same now^ under whatever 
clothing, as when its power was permitted to rule over the 
bodioB of men, and shed the blood of saints. 

In whatever point of view we survey the mission of a 
gospel minister, it is seen to be awfully responsible and im- 
portant. May these consider their high and holy calling, 
lest through unwatchfulness and inattention to the great 
object of our mission and testimony, we gradually lose sight 
of that which can alone enable us to finish the same to our 
present and final peace, and to his glory who hath called 
U8, and to whom all glory is due. While on this subject, 
my mind seems brought to contemplate the character and 
0^6 of Jesus Christ as an elder brother and pattern, in 
that he assumed no higher character, as an outward testi- 
mony bearer, than that of a servant or minister, declaring 
both by example and - precept that whosoever would be 
great in his church, must condescend, as he condescended, 
to be B8 the least and servant of all; nor was his meekness 
and humility greater or more conspicuous than was his 
faithful perseverance in the dignified cause in which he la- 
boured. May we remember, that " he set us an example, 
that we should follow his steps." 

I am verily persuaded there are, in the various depart- 
ments of our society, those who are truly concerned to dis- 
charge the trust reposed in them, towards their younger 
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and their less concerned brethren, over whom the Holy 
Ghost has made them overseers. My spirit travaila for the 
strength and renewed encouragement of these, that they 
may not suffer the low state of things with us as a sdciety, 
nor their own weakness, however at times deeply fdt, to 
overcome their faith in God-^their patience and perseve- 
rance in his cause. 

Dear friends, companions in tribulation — fellow laborers 
in thti gospel of Christ, — however unsuccessful your laboit 
may sometimes appear to be, they will not be forgotten or 
go for nought; a blessed and glorious reward still awaili 
the faithful, and the language of inspiration anciently ut- 
tered continues, and will be applied to every faithful com- 
panion df Christ; " Though Israel be not saved, yet shall 1 be 
glorious in the eyes of the Lord, and my God shall be my 
strength.*' 

It is now with me to make some observations to parents 
and guardians of children. — On comparing tlie accounta- 
bilities of the different stations and appointments in the 
church of Christ, none perhaps will be found more respon- 
sible than that of parents and heftds of families, under whose 
immediate care the minds of the rising generation receive 
their cultivation and growth; and it now presents to view# 
that a sense of the accountabilities of this station, will be 
found to increase with an increase of right engagement on 
their behalf. When parents are chiefly concerned to tay 
up treasures on earth for their children, their accountabili- 
ties seem to rise in their view but little higher than in 
things relating to their temporal good. But when these be- 
come truly concerned for their children's immortal welfare, 
when desires that they may have a treasure in heaven be- 
come paramount to every other consideration, it is then 
their accountabilities are seen to be truly awful and tender; 
they feel themselves as guardians of immortal minds, and 
are often brought to the consideration that their conduct 
toward them may possibly have an influence on their future 
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. and stenul stale. It is then the gay and pleasing prospects 

of iheir mere morlal leliciliea appear as bubbles on ibe wa- 
ter, anil as the dust of the balance, in comparison of their 
eternal rest and enjoyment. It is then the deceitful friend- 
ships, and many other enticing allurements of this world's 
riches and greatness, appear as dangerous snares to ibeir 
feet. The simplicity of the religion of Jesus Christ is clear- 
ly seen, emanating from its Divine Author, and appears in iis 
own inestimable excellence and value. It is then the prin- 
ciples, doctrines, and testimonies of the christian religion, 
ks believed and embraced by the enlightened and faithful 
* of our society, are found to be precious, and an education 
in them of more value than all the pleasing decorations and 
refinements ofa glittering world. Under these enlightened 
views and holy solicitudes of parental love and coiicernt the 
love of God and the discipline of the cross become (he early 
guardians of our children; trained for heaven more than 
for earth, they grow up in the fear, nurture, and admonition 
of ibe Lord. And although some, however thus favoured, 
from the prevalence of example and conlagion of a <vor!dly 
apiril, (unto which in the present stale and ordinary course 
of things, they must be more or less exposed,) are found im- 
bibing principles and habits, calculated to mar their inno- 
cence and destroy their peace; yet parents are clear of 
their blood, and those early instructions derived from pa- 
rental concern may yet be remembered, and gathered as 
bread cast on the waters, when, through some awakening 
visitation of Providence, such are brought home to reflect 
more wisely for themselves. Thus, dear parents and guar- 
dians of children, we see there are strong incentives to 
faithfulness; and since (his is the best we can do, let none 
desert the important post of duty where Providence has 
placed them, since much may depend on a strict end 
watchful care therein maintained. No doubt much of the 
weakness and declension now prevalent in this society, is 
'owing to a want of parental religious concern, early to iio- 
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press the minds of their children with a sense and loY^ 
of what is right, and a just abhorrence of evil, and, as their 
minds expand, and powers of perception are strengthening 
in them, to unfold to them, as they can bear, the great prin- 
ciples of the religion of Jesus Christ, and the alone means 
of redemption through him. 

Parents would seldom lose sight of their solemn obliga- 
tions concerning the spiritual welfare of their offspring, 
were the principles of immutable truth permitted sufficient- 
ly to rule in their own minds to the subjugation of those 
passions and propensities, which being of an earthly nature, 
never fail, if given way to, of enlisting the mind into the ser- 
vice of the god of this world, as subjects of his kingdom. 
Ah, dear parents, if such I am addressing, whose minds 
have become enthralled with the bondages of a worldly 
spirit! if the powers and principles of a life that is eternal^ 
which were offered to you in the morning of life, in order 
to your redemption, have not yet perfected that work, and 
become the guardian angels of your spirits, suffer your 
minds to be suitably affected by a solemn review of that 
portion of time which is past, and a consideration of the 
design and end of that being, which God has given you, and 
see whether the responsibilities of a nature but little lower 
than the angels, are not calling you to higher aims and ob- 
jects, than those on which your minds now chiefly dweUt 
and to the fulfilment of higher duties than those which in- 
volve terrestrial things ? If so, may we be aroused while 
the day is yet ours, and the light of Christ is shining in 
upon us, quickening our minds to a living sense of his good- 
ness and of our duty, and raising in us desires after immor- 
tality and eternal life. With this close in, and in this abide* 
and no good thing will be withheld. Renewed desirea 
will be often awakened on behalf of the dear children, and 
qualification afforded to instruct them in whatever pertains 
to their essential good. The God of peace will be near to 
bless you and your ofispring together; not unfirequently in- 
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flueneing your minds to call them about you, teaching them 
by example the impressive lesson of silence, and waiting 
uiMm t!ie Lord. And should that God that loves you and 
loves your children, and knows how to apply the first lessons 
of heavenly instruction to their minds, find in his boundless 
treasury a blessing to dispense through you, how would he 
open your minds in the pure counsel of truth. Their states 
would be seen and felt, and you would know that you loved 
them as children of the Heavenly Father. An intercourse 
would be opened between your spirits and theirs, in that 
endearing feeling and tender relationship, which binds to- 
gether the church and family in heaven and on earth. 
Friendships thus formed between parents and children, 
would not easily be dissolved or shaken; an access would 
be opened to their minds, by which they would be won to 
Christ, and grow up living members of his body, and in the 
course of their future years and stations, would be found 
transmiting the same blessings to future generations. So 
would Zion's borders be enlarged and God be glorified* 

And now, dear young friends, children and youth of this 
flociety, heirs of the same hope and heavenly calling with 
one who now addresses you, — my spirit turns toward you 
in the aboundings of gospel love, in tender desires for your 
present, but much more your final well-being; and in tak- 
ing a view of earth's innumerable multitudes, more espe- 
cidlly the nations and denominations of professing chris- 
tians, the great declension of these from that life, power, 
and favour with God, which has, through the renewed visit- 
ations of his holy Spirit, been at different periods of time, 
dispensed to the militant church, the emphatic query, 
proposed by Jesus to his immediate followers, is brought to 
my remembrance: "Will ye also go away?" Ah, my be- 
loved young friends! this is a very important and compre- 
hensive query. It considers you as free agents (under God,) 
to whom are preferred the offers of eternal life, and leaves 
you to make your election. It considers you as able, through 
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bis grace, to make a right choice; to choose the good and 
li?e, or to refuse it and die;— »die to those refined sensibili- 
ties of soul, only known to the redeemed and ransomed of 
the Lord. It brings before you the awful consequences <tf 
choosing death and darkness for your portion, rather than 
light and life. Finally, it involves your present and future 
destiny, and leaves you to decide the same in the answer 
which your lives shall give* 

The reply of one ofthe disciples, on behalf of himself and 
his fellows, is brought to my view, as containing another 
query worthy of your deepest consideration: ^^To whom 
shall we go ?" His mind was, no doubt, at that time illu- 
minated and expanded by heavenly light and love, in which 
he was enabled to take a summary and extensive view of 
human things. He saw their evanescence and emptiness. 
The balance of the sanctuary was at hand, by which he es- 
timated their weight and value, and behold, they were aa 
vanity and nothing, in comparison of that treasure whicb 
was now set before him as the object of his affections, pur- 
suit, and decided choice, and therefore was enabled to say, 
from what he then experienced, and no doubt in the de- 
monstration of the spirit and with power, to the reaching 
of the witness in the minds of his companions around him, 
'* Thou hast the words of eternal life.'' Yes, my dear young. 
friends, in him, Christ, the ** wisdom and power of God,'^ 
are included the principles and powers of the soul's present 
and eternal felicity, which we are enoouraged to believey if 
'^ faithful, we may become clothed with. '' And ye are com- 
plete in him who is the head of all principality and power," 
remains to be the declaration of the spirit to the churches, 
known only in a subjection of the creaturely powers to those 
that are divine. Thus putting on Christ, we become '^accept*- 
ed in the beloved," clothed with his pure spirit, the <^whito 
robe" of a perfectly innocent and righteous life, having ob- 
tained the palm of victory through him, over all the powers 
and passions of an earthly nature^ Ah! my dear young 
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friends, these conquests over every discordant feeling, trial, 
and temptation of time, and succeeding crowns of eternal en- 
joyment, are the great objects proposed in the offers of his 
redeeming love to our souls. Are these the objects of your 
pursuit, the subject of your daily thoughts and desires? Then 
will the presence of the God of the whole earth be the 
light of your path, while passing through time, and at its 
solemn approaching close, safely conduct your redeemed 
^irits to the heavenly mansions. 

But while addressing the Zionward travellers, the lan- 
guage of mourning has saluted my ears, on account of an- 
<rther class of the rising generation, who have not yet 
chosen the paths of regeneration, which under the cross 
are beheld by the divinely enlightened eye, to lead directly 
forward to the kingdom of God, but are travelling in those 
ways which are pleasant to the eye of sense, and terminate 
in a dark cloud which rises beyond the vale of time; who 
bave not yet learned by sad and late experience, that *' alt n 
vanity and vexation of spirit," that stands not in that wisdom 
which is from above, and is not quickened by that life 
which lives forever, but in that wisdom which is from be- 
low, and in that life which is mortal and transitory, and can 
therefbre yield no permanent enjoyment to a being whose 
principal and higher nature finds not its heaven here. But 
there are some who believe not* Such are the deceptive 
powers of darkness, (or sense,) when once admitted tatake 
possession of the soul, that they not only destroy its rehsh 
for divine things, but lead to doubt the reality of them. To. 
such the prophet was directed to cry out in this language: 
*^ Behold ye despisen^ and wonder and perish: for I wiH 
work a work in your days, which ye wili not believe,, though 
it were^told yeu«" For, however the disobedient may call 
io question the neceasity of the great work of the souPs sal- 
vation through the immediate itifluenee and operation of 
6od*B holy spirit upon il, or however these, through unbe- 
lief and bardneis of hearl» li^ect the evidences of the reli^ 
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gion of Jesus Christy which God hath made sufficiently 
clear to all who are willing to receive them, and therein 
reject the only means of the redemption of their own souls; 
still his work goes on in their days, although they believe it 
not when told them, by such as receiving him in the vray 
of his coming, have obtained power to become the sons 
and daughters of God, and are not ashamed to acknow* 
ledge the relationship ^^ before men." The unbelief of 
those will no more hinder the work in others, than the aw- 
ful neglect of the five ^^ foolish virgins*' to have their lamps 
supplied with oil» while yet attainable, could hinder the ad- 
mission of the wise into the bridegroom's chamber. An 
ancient writer, in depicting the situation of unbelieving im- 
penitent souls, in a state of future existence, lamenting over 
their own past follies and misjudgings of the righteous of 
their time, bespeaks them in this language: " We fools ac- 
counted their lives madness, and their end to be without 
honour: how are they numbered among the children of 
God, and their lot is among the saints." 

I seem now permitted to turn my mind from this land of 
darkness, these bewildering shades of unbelief, where dark 
unholy spirits dwell; but not, without desires that such, 
while yet in time, may hear availingly his call, who to the 
prison house went down to preach glad tidings to imprison- 
ed souls. And lo, he condescends to' visit still the dark and 
strong domains of unbelief, nor would he fail to set the pri- 
soners free, were they but willing to embrace the means of 
their redemption. "Hear and thy soul shall live,'* was onoe 
the voice of truth, and such remains to be; but still that 
voice and small, and man's tumultuous passions must b» 
Ftill, before he can distinctly hear the sound; false reason-^ 
ings must be hushed and quietude prevail;, then will the liv- 
ing cogent voice of truth arise, to meet thine inward ear„ 
that thou mayest hear and live. Seek then the closet, love 
retirement's hour, while divine admonitions await the per- 
ceptiona of thf mind, and the evidences of truth are offerod 
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to thy andersUndin^, tnd its too stifled coDvietions are 
still visiting tby sou); lest tbou be numbered with a too long 
gainsaying people formerly, and fall after the same example 
of unbelief, while yet in the wilderness of thine own unsub- 
dued passions, where tby travel has hitherto been; lest his 
holy spirit be withdrawn, who has declared that it shall not 
always strive with man, seeing he also is flesh, and must 
return to the dust whence he was taken, and the spirit to its 
state of final reward. Ah, then, be wise in time, seeing the 
awakening dispensations of Providence are often visiting 
our outward dwellings, and proclaiming in accents still and 
solemn, *^Be ye Vlso ready, for in such an hour as ye 
think not the Son of man cometh.'* 

While about to leave this subject, '' the sound of the 
trumpet grows louder and louder;" every feeling emotion in 
my soul is moved, every tender sensibility awakened, under 
the consideration of the awfulness of falling into the hands 
of a living oflended God for final judgment! ^^ How shall I 
give thee up, O Ephraim! how shall I set thee as Admah, 
bow shall I make thee as Zeboim!*'-— cities which, rejecting 
the day of their visitation, God overthrew in a moment, and 
<^no bands stayed on them." O my beloved young friends! 
.^ if such there are within the pale of this Society, who, like 
'^!fb»chiklren of Zeboim, under a profession of morality and 
refinemeot are nevertheless subjects of their own passions 
and appetites^ with whom pride and the bread of idleness 
abounds, may the late and solemn admonition, proposed to 
a certain king in a few words written upon the wall, be 
timely and deeply pondered, *^ Mene, Mene, Tekel, Uphar* 
sm* 

It now seems right to address another and more numer- 
ous class of our beloved young friends, who believe in 
Christ, love to hear his sayings, and do them not; who are 
often brought to see where they are, and also what they 
should be, but like unstable minds who have gone before 
tbem^ beholding themselves as in a glass, straight-way 
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forget what manner of peraons they are. In these seasons 
of forgetfulness and absence from the light, ah ! how nncoo- 
scious are many of our dear children bow they appear to 
others, when so easily and openly they go counter to a good 
profession, and their own best feelings, in order to imitate 
the trifling and the vain, in things which yield no perma* 
nent happiness to the mind, and which the voice of Trutb» 
in the silent hour of reflection, continues to warn them 
against. The dissipated votaries of a life of licentiousnes 
have been viewed by the good and wise of all ages, aa 
sinking below the rational and allawable satisfactions oi 
time, while the circles of high life and false refinement, have 
been beheld soaring above the real participation of those- 
enjoyments for which they seem to aim. ^* Surely, men of 
low degree are vanity, and men of high degree are a lie:- 
to be laid in the balance, they are altogether lighter than 
vanity." Surely, nothing but a life of rectitude, the result of 
an enlightened iHiderstanding and obedient mind, will be- 
found in the end worth pursuing or living for. The vulgar, 
joys of sense, those idol gods of men of low degree, are 
lighter or worse than nothing, because they bring torment 
in the end; while the lives and appearances of this world's 
rich and great ones are oflen a lie, both to themselves and, 
others, as being void of that felicity which they have p 
mised themselves therein, and which they may appear to- 
some to possess and enjoy. Where then <* shall wisdom be 
found, and where is the place of understanding, seeing it 
is hid fi'om the eyes of all living, and kept close from the^ 
fowls of the air?" True wisdom and understanding are stilt 
hid, and ever will be, from all who are living to themselvea 
in the gratification of the natural mind, and kept close from 
every soaring imagination of the vain and aspiring* How-^ 
ever high these may rise in the regions of sense, the way 
of understanding is not discovered, the pat-hs of truo wisdouii 
are not found; human expectation and pursuit fail of their- 
object, and tbey set down clothed with disappointment an<l 
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Hoarning. Lift up thine eyasy thou prodigal son or daugh- 
ter, and look again toward thy Heavenly Father's house; 
open thine ear to discipline, add be still, and thou will hear 
a language from on high, containing the glad tidings of final 
soccess and salvation. ** God knoweth where wisdond is, 
he beholdeth the place of understanding. He looketh to the 
ends of the earth, and seeth under the whole heaven.*' He 
knoweth the place of hidden and permanent treasures, and 
understandeth the paths which lead thereto, accompanied 
with an evidence of assurance, that if thou wilt now give 
up to follow him, and not thine own imagination, he will 
safely lead thee thither; he will make thy feet like hinds* 
feet, and s6t thee upon high places; — give thee wings as of 
an eagle, and lift up thy soul above terrestrial joys, to be- 
come an inhabitant of those pure regions, where fountains 
of living water will be opened to thy soul. Turn in hither, 
ye alienated prodigal children, while he that ^^seeketh and 
judgeth" still standeth and knocketh at the door of your 
hearts. *' Behold, now is the accepted time: behold, now 
is the day of salvation." "Even to-day, while it is to-day, if 
ye hear his voice, harden not your hearts." 

Abd ye tenderly visited, often covenanting, and yet un- 
stayed minds! my soul is dipped into exercise and sympathy 
vn your behalf, that you may be strengthened and encour- 
aged to hold on your way toward Zion; and when favored 
to renew your covenants with the Lord, suffer none of the 
surrounding outward objects and temptations of time to 
draw you again from the only safe enclosure of his holy 
fear and presence. Watch continually, even unto prayer, 
that the feet of your minds slide not from that foundation, 
on which you have known at times of standing, and on 
which, through acts of dedication and devotedness, some of 
you have already begun to build. Here abide, and then, 
however storms of tibial and affliction may arise, or floods of 
temptation assail you, he that was with Joseph in the pri- 
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son house, and with David in his distress, remains to be tbtf 
Shepherd of Israel, and neither slnmbers nor sleeps; bm 
through every allotted dispensation will still be near, to re- 
member and fulfil his promise to his followers, — ^*Lo, I 
am with you always, even to the end of the world,*' if so 
be ye ^^ receive not the grace of God in vain.*' 

My mind now seems drawn to address some weary tra- 
vellers — mourners in Zion, who may at this time need a 
word of encouragement, being brought to feel the fulfil- 
ment of ancient prophecy, " he trod the wine press alone, 
and of the people there was none with him.*' Ah, ye deep- 
ly tried, at times dismayed and almost overwhelmed soula^ 
Israel's Shepherd has not forgotten you, the curtain of his 
love is round about you still; he numbers every secret mgh 
and failing tear; he knows the way which you take, and 
when he hath sufiiciently tried you, <* will bring you forth as 
gold." Therefore cast not away your confidence, in 
which is^great recompense of reward; keeping in remem- 
brance the declaration and promise of our ever present, 
compassionate Master, that ^* he that continueth unto the 
end, the same shall be saved." For these, in due time» ^ the 
solitary places will be made glad; the desert shall rejcHce 
and blossom as the rose; the parched ground shall be- 
come a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water." There- 
fore "trust ye in the Lord forever, for in the Lord Jehovah 
is everlasting strength." 

Feeling now clear of the several subjects impressing my 
mind you-ward, and being weak in body, I seem permitted to 
draw toward a close, under feelings that can salute, in the 
love of the gospel, every branch and member of the house- 
hold of faith. And, my beloved friends, of all ages and 
classes in this society, may our walk be with God; may 
we love the place where his honor dwells, and in all our 
conversation in this world, have chiefly in view the promcH 
tion of his kingdom. Then shall we be the people that ho 
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will delight to honor; and the light of his glorious presence, 
as we advance on toward a state of greater perfection, 
should this be our happy lot, will go with us, and be, at 
this time and in ages to come, our front and rear guard. 
In which hope I can now bid you an affectionate fareweU. 

JOHN MOTT. 
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